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				Note on the author

				Don Cameron’s work as an artist spans more than 60 years and includes work in graphic arts, water colours and oils. His “passion” with art includes a 13 year period of designing and engraving a series of postage stamps for the Australian Commonwealth and Mandated Territories including Australia’s first Christmas stamp.

				He was later to apply this knowledge for his next career, both as a teacher of art and to his passion for saving the lives of Australian motorists who still persist in combining alcohol with driving on the roadways of Australia.

				We trust that the variety of Donald Cameron’s interests will attract a wide span of readers including art lovers, philatelists and concerned citizens who remain devastated by the continuing alcohol-caused deaths and serious injuries on our roads.

				Editor
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				Stamps engraved by artist-engraver Donald Cameron, produced between 1952 and 1957.

				(Reproduced by kind permission of Australia Post)
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				A suggested poster to educate road users.
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				a wrongly set alarm
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				Copy of the petition sheet wording for the introduction of Random Breath Testing.

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				When Random Breath Testing Came to Australia

			

		

		
			
				8

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Donald Cameron

			

		

		
			
				9

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Poster designed by Donald Cameron in Paris and later printed in Australia for car stickers, then displayed in a larger scale in Melbourne trams for a year.
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				YEAR 2000

				I happened to be listening to ABC radio. A panel of DRUG & ALCOHOL experts were discussing aspects of alcohol-related harm including the road toll and I heard the following:

				“Random Breath Testing has helped save thousands of lives, along with other measures”.

				(David Crosbie, former Director of Odyssey House, Victoria. ABC, 2000.) 

				Needless to say I was delighted to hear a speaker talking about the effectiveness of R.B.T.

				I was even more staggered to receive the following figures from a government poll and to read the follow-ing figures about the continuing universal popularity of R.B.T. right up to the present day.

				Community Attitudes to Road Safety: 2008 & 2009

				Published by The Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development and Local Government Report states:

				“Community support for Random Breath Testing (R.B.T.) continues to be nearly universal across Austral-ia, with 98% of people in support of the random breath testing of drivers, and 85% in strong agreement.”

				What is R.B.T. Support All About?

				- Support of R.B.T. shows concern over Drink-Driving. A huge consensus of people in every Australian State proves a desire to FIX the alcohol-fuelled devastation on our roads.

				WE CELEBRATE THE SUCCESS OF R.B.T. WITH OUR VERY OWN PERSONALISED ROAD SAFETY STAMP!

				On behalf of P.A.D.D. I was delighted to design the following commemorative stamps at the end of 2007 to salute the huge consensus of support in every state in Australia for RBT, which continues to save lives over a span of more than 35 years.

				Stamp artwork by Wendy Ealey – Macnificent
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				Alternative designs.
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				Australia’s first road safety stamp

				was re-produced in full colour.
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				Presentations other than physical disease of hazards which alcohol consumption can cause in the community

				Drink-driving charges

				Alcohol related crime/offences e.g. drink and driving, assault, offensive behaviour

				Alcohol related marital problems

				Alcohol related family problems

				Alcohol related employment problems

				•	Absenteeism

				•	Reduced skills

				•	Increased accident risk

				Alcohol related immersions

				Homelessness

				Attempted suicide

				Paranoid behaviour

				Psychiatric disorder •	Anxiety

					•	Depressive state

					•	Other
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				The omission of this significant list of exemptions from the Guidelines, drinking levels posters, designed to educate people, were a great risk to people and a national scandal we believe.

			

		

		
			
				The 6 drinks for men daily and 4 for women recommended by the 2001 Australian Alcohol Guidelines and posters, do NOT apply to the following categories of drinkers, such as
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				Similarly, how many pregnant women, or those intending to have a child, have suffered from believing the quantities of alcohol consumption recommended in the faulty posters, without qualification? Such advice without crucial caveats was a great threat to the health of women and particularly to potential babies and foetuses.

			

		

		
			
				“Australia has the most generous alcohol guidelines in the world”, according to Tim Stockwell, director of National Drug Research Institute.

			

		

		
			
				Comment By Professor Tim Stockwell Sep. 2008 on N.H.M.R.C. 2001 Advice.
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				The guidelines have been prepared by experts in treatment, general practise and research.

			

		

		
			
				Draft of N.H.M.R.C. Alcohol Guidelines 2007
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				The NSW Police Citizens’ Youth Clubs have released important research which shows community

			

		

		
			
				Features important research released by the N.S.W Police Citizens’ Youth Clubs.
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				(Australian of the Year 2013)
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				2013. ALSO - SUICIDES BELOW - DEATHRATE MALES 25-44, SUICIDE IS HIGHEST CAUSE
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ALCOHOL THE KILLER DRUG

Alcohol in Australia “Issues & Strategies™ 2001 to 2003/4 reveals that:-
Alcohol is the number one cause of deaths
“ is an addictive drug
is involved in one third of all road accident deaths.
Even at the safe “driving level of *05 in the blood, persons are
at five times more risk of crashing their cars than those without
Alcohol in their blood stream. According to the NHMRC’s Guidelines (2001)
is responsible for 10% of Industrial Machine Accidents
is the main cause of death by accident.

Alcohol is a major contributor to death or injury through:

Fires 44% Drownings 32% Falls 3¢% Assaults 50% Child Abuse 16%
Pedestrian Deaths 42%Suicides 12%

Alcohol is responsible for up to 80% of night time assaults and domestic violence.

Alcohol is a causal factor of high blood pressure, haemorrhagic stroke and heart
failure.

Alcohol has a role in causing cancers of the lips, mouth, throat, larynx and
oesophasus.

Cancers of the liver, bowel, stomach and pancreas are associated with alcohol.

A study found one alcoholic drink per day can result in an 11 percent increase in
breast cancer. |

Alcohol is associated with increased risks of all forms of cancer.

Alcohol is harmful to persons in every age group, even - the unborn.

When a pregnant woman drinks, the foetus has no protection, the alcohol in her blood
stream directly enters the brain of her unborn child. Foetal death, congenital

malformation, growth retardation and behavioural deficits can result.

The alcohol lobby makes frequent unsubstantiated claims that a small group of
middle aged persons receive some benefits from drinking red wine.. This is untrue.
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Introduction by Donald Cameron

The First Australian Drink Driving Offences

The original drink (alcohol) driving offences in Australia were introduced during the first three
decades of the twentieth century, starting with the Motor Car Act 1909 (Vic). Section 25 of that Act
provided that “[a]ny driver of a motor car or motor cycle proved to have been under the influence
[emphasis added] of intoxicating liquors whilst in charge of such motor car or motor cycle shall be
guilty of an offence under this Act”. Similar offences were introduced in other jurisdictions over the
next 20 years (D Brown 2006: 147). Victoria (Vic), New South Wales (NSW), Tasmania (Tas), Western
Australia (WA) and the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) adopted the ‘under the influence’
formulation; whereas, in South Australia (SA) and Queensland (Qld), the offence was qualified, in
reference to the level of incapacity: “so much under the influence of intoxicating liquor as to be
incapable of exercising effective control of such motor vehicle”. Most jurisdictions later adopted this
‘incapacity” model; for example, Motor Car Act 1958 (Vic) s 82(1)(b; Quilter J et al; 2017).

The Early Drug Driving Offences

In 1930, the first drug driving offence was implemented with the enactment of the Traffic Act
Amendment Act 1930 (WA). This Act repealed and replaced s27 of the Traffic Act 1919 (WA) to expand
the offence to include “drugs”, and to affect the move from the ‘under the influence’ model to the
‘incapacity” model:

27 (1) Any person who, when driving or attempting to drive, or when in charge of a motor vehicle in
motion on a road, or when in charge of a horse or other animal or drove of animals on a road, is under
the influence of drink or drugs to such an extent as to be incapable of having proper control of the
vehicle or the horse or other animal or drove of animals, shall be guilty of an offence under this Act.

South Australia and NSW followed suit during the 1930’s (Road Traffic Amendment Act 1936 (SA);
Motor Traffic (Amendment) Act 1937 (NSW)). Equivalent laws were not introduced elsewhere until
considerably later: 1949 in Victoria, 1952 in the Northern Territory (NT), 1961 in Tasmania, and 1971
in the ACT (Quilter J et al; 2017).

Victoria Introduces Driver Blood Alcohol Readings as an Offence.

In 1957, Victorian police minister Sir Arthur Rylah wanted someone to take blood-alcohol readings
after accidents, and Dr John Birrell (Chief Police Surgeon from 1957 - 1977) was appointed to the job.
In an unpublished autobiography, Twenty Years a Police Surgeon, Dr Birrell wrote about taking the then
Assistant Chief Secretary in the Victorian Parliament, Lindsay Thompson, on an overnight trek
through the carnage on Melbourne roads. Another companion was future Age Editor Graham Perkin,
who wrote two influential articles entitled "Blood on Bitumen" in 1959 (Heinrichs, 2003).

The director of the Monash University Accident Research Centre, Professor Ian Johnston, has been
reported as saying:
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The RBT law in NSW

The RBT law in NSW was very extensively advertised
and vigorously enforced, with about a million tests in
the first year out of a licensed driving population of
three million.

Indeed, RBT in NSW must rank
as one of the best enforced and
most widely publicised laws
ever enacted (Homel 1988).

There was an instantaneous 22% decline in total fatal
crashes, and a drop of about 36% in alcohol-related
fatal crashes, relative to the previous 3 years (Homel,
Carseldine and Kearns 1988).
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motorcyclists' helmets and the compulsory wearing of seatbelts (Heinrichs, 2003).

In response to the data from RBT in Victoria indicating a large proportion of repeat drink driving
offenders are presenting with low level BAC (more than 3000 each year!), the Victorian government
has introduced legislation in November 2017 which, if passed, has new measures cracking down on
low level drink driving. The changes will mean drink-drivers in the range of .05 to .07 BAC, including
first-time offenders, will have their licences cancelled immediately and they will be disqualified from
driving for three months.

Every drink-driver in the state will also be required to have an interlock fitted to their car for at least
six months and must complete a behavioural change program. (An alcohol interlock immobilises a
car until a driver successfully passes a breathalyser test in the device.)

Minister for Roads and Road Safety Luke Donnellan said low-level drink-driving was a ‘serious
danger’ and emphasised: “We make no apologies for toughening penalties for drink-drivers who
continue to put the lives of Victorians at risk,” (Rooney, 2017).

Introduction of Random Roadside Drug Driving Testing

Although driving under the influence of a drug had been an offence in Victoria since 1949, it was not
until after the successful implementation of Random Breath Testing that random roadside drug
driving testing was introduced in Victoria in 2004. Over the next 7 years, random roadside drug
testing (RRDT) was introduced across Australia. The aim of RRDT was to deter drug driving,
decreasing both the prevalence of drug driving and the associated harms (Goldsmid et al., 2015).

In 2013, data from the Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (AIHW) indicated that drug driving
and drink driving had been engaged in by more than one in 10 Australians (16% and 12% respectively)
surveyed during the previous 12 months (AIHW, 2014).

Making a Difference

In this republished work, When Random Breath Testing Came to Australia, renowned Artist Donald
Cameron shows us how the actions of one concerned individual prepared to make a commitment and
take a stand against the status quo has saved lives. The events which lead to changes being made to
government legislation, policing practices and community attitudes make compelling reading.

Donald was a founding member of, the still active, People Against Drink Driving (P.A.D.D.) and in fact
was Victorian State Director from foundation in 1983 until his retirement in 2010, when PADD was
then folded into the Dalgarno Institute advocacy portfolio [Online — P.A.D.D Inc.]. During this
important and influential era, the wife of Dr John Birrell (Chief Police Surgeon) was the patron for this
growing and vocal community grassroots group.

Despite all these improvements in road safety, lives are still being tragically lost on our roads. From
time to time in response to community concerns and the collection of valuable data on road trauma,
new legislation is being considered by state governments across Australia.
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Having been the clubs’ greatest critics, they are now apparently part of the poker machine system.
If the churches are to maintain the moral authority they have established on this issue, they must be
prepared to take on the clubs if this system does, after all, turn out to be a public relations sham.

Our Comment on The Above

There is a great danger that a body of such integrity as the Salvation Army may be seen as accepting
contaminated money from a corrupted source. This destroys so many people and families, preys on
addictive personalities and which causes unhappiness and suicide.

Alcohol and Your Health?
(Comment on the 2001 NHMRC Australian Guidelines) Bruce Clark

A variety of promotional materials have been disseminated Australia-wide, purporting to advise on
the appropriate levels of healthy alcohol consumption.

In the words of Donald Cameron, State Director of People Against Drink Driving, SWAT member and
a Consumer Representative on the NHMRC, it does not tell the full story. The material fails to detail
the important caveats that apply to the advice so boldly stated, which the NHMRC book “ Australian
Alcohol Guidelines” states as CRUCIAL (see page 35 of book). We refer particularly to the variety of
posters and coasters sent around Australia, free on demand.

Of concern to Donald is the heading “Alcohol and Your Health” which implicitly links alcohol

to health. In an over-blown and misleading way he believes, considering that the vaunted health
benefits starts and finishes at no more than two drinks per day for men and no more than one per
day for women. Moreover there is no further health benefit by exceeding that level of consumption.
Without the inclusion of the intended crucial exemptions the readers could be led to believe that a
blanket 6x4 alcohol intake is O.K. for “across the board” consumption by all drinkers.

The posters bear the imprimatur of both the NHMRC and the Commonwealth , which give the
impression of endorsement even if perpetuated in the erroneous form, untrue to the inherent spirit
and purpose of the original guidelines.

Comments by Donald Cameron

The omission of this significant list of exemptions from the Guidelines drinking levels was a great risk
to people and a national scandal we believe.

The 6 drinks for men daily and 4 for women recommended by the 2001 Australian Alcohol
Guidelines, do NOT apply to the following categories of drinkers, such as

Women who are pregnant

Women who are planning to become pregnant
Women who are breastfeeding

Persons below average body size

Who are about to undertake any activity involving physical risk or a degree of skill, such as driving,
flying, water sports, skiing, using complex or heavy machinery or farm machinery

Those on any medication or other drugs
With family history of alcohol-related problems
With a health condition that is made worse by drinking
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GLOBAL STAMP DESIGN WARNING ABOUT DRINK DRIVING DANGERS
Reproduced by kind permission of Dr. David Locke
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Please note that the Liquor Trades Representatives, who had closely monitored and had a hand m the
wording of the posters, needed to approve them before publication. They were highly delighted with
the 2001 Guidelines, so accordingly let the Howard Government know of their glowing approval of
them and were euphoric in their praise.

‘We shudder to think how many extra car crashes, deaths and serious injuries may have been caused
between the years 2001-2007 inclusive, by distribution and display of the posters and coasters which
did not carry caveats or exceptions of drinkers for whom restrictions applied. Also these
incarrect posters, all printed free at government expense, were delivered by vested interests to “point
of sale” liquor outlets. (Also note the "spike” in alcohol consumption during those years).

Similarly, how many pregnant women, or those intending to have a child, have suffered from

the quantities of alcohol consumption in the f posters, without qualification? Such
advice without crucial caveats was a great threat to the of women and particularly to potential
babies and foetuses.

The advice was a disaster in the making. Such a huge increase in permitted drinking levels which
these Guidelines must have led the public to a belief that higher alcohol levels of
consumption over the years were not only permussible, but safe.

}mwwenwhmmhﬁmﬂypmvmmd}ngiﬂymaRmGndehESwmpmﬂedm&e

public in 2007, it can be imagined the difficulties the ].lcl\ad them after believing the
untruths about alcohol being a “health since carrected by the new

Gndehm)ndmmﬁmcmxﬂymdmedlevehdakuhnlmmpmﬁeynowadmhsedmt
a huge task it is to correct the mess we are in.

Comment By Professor Tim Stockwell Sep. 2008 on N.H.M.R.G. 2001 Advice.
Excerpt from

‘Dangerous Drinking’ by Diana Bagnall

(The Bulletin, Sept 9¢h 2003)

“ Australians tend to consume alcohol in a dangerous and dysfunctional mamner”, say the experts.

Australia has the most generous alcohol guidelines in the world”, according to Tim Stockwell,
director of National Drug Research Institute.

At their most liberally mﬂrﬂ,ﬂeyadmseﬂﬂtwmmcmsafel}rdmkupmfmmdrmksmmy
day and men up to six (There are important caveats to these recommendations that have been
omitted from the guidelines posters composed with the support of the alcohol industry namely, that
some people in certain condition should always drink below these limits).”

‘What is going on? Well, at a time when we have almost daily headlines about alcohol-caused
bashings, m]m'yanddnmkemm we have almost as many stories about the dangerous levels of

alcohol consumption.

This year, daily papers across our land have printed scores of stories about the seriousness of alcohol
ahmeaumlgstteenagels adults and the elderly.

As well, Australian campaigns are highlighting the impact of alcohol on pregnant women and their
babies. To counteract the dangerous threats of alcohol to the health and welfare of women who are
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THE ADVENT OF RANDOM BREATH TESTING IN AUSTRALIA
from a talk by Donald Cameron

VICTORIA 1965

I'wish to invite you to join me in a trip back in time to the year 1965. The place is Melbourne, Victoria.
The occasion is a Royal Commission presided over by Philip Phillips Q.C., which lasted 4 months.

The topic under consideration was, “Should hotel closing times be extended from 6p.m. to 10p.m?”
His verdict was in the affirmative, and his conclusions were published in headlines in all the
newspapers at that time. Quote, “Most road deaths and serious injuries are caused by alcohol”
and that “alcohol is Australia’s worst drug problem”.

The road toll at that time was horrendous, so I wondered what could be done to remedy this?

What could I do? I decided on impulse to prepare two half-page newspaper ads. To promote
Phillips’ verdict. I could do this because, as an amateur artist, I had sold a few paintings and
saved about £3000, which I spent on ads. (Melbourne Herald and Age Newspaper).

I did not have the slightest idea of what was to follow as a result of this action, done on the spur of
the moment as already mentioned.

“ALCOHOL, MAJOR CAUSE OF THE ROAD TOLL"

Invitations had begun to come in from various media for me to speak on the topic of alcohol

and the road toll. Requests from Radio, Newspapers and TV. resulted. I did not want personal
publicity - I simply wanted to spread Phillips’ message about alcohol being the main cause of the
Australian Road Toll and leave it at that, so I continued to refuse interviews.

“ALCOHOL - AUSTRALIA’S WORST DRUG PROBLEM”

On further reflection, I realised I'd started something which had cost money to get going, but

I'd used up all available funds. If I wanted to continue the campaign I should consider doing
interviews. Accordingly I agreed to interviews on radio motoring programmes, a front page
interview on the Melbourne Herald, local papers and thereon the ABC TV programme at 7.30pm,
presided over by Philip Codrington, who interviewed me on National Television.

MY AD WAS TELECAST SIMULTANEOUSLY FILLING THE SCREEN IN EACH STATE
NATIONWIDE. An entirely unexpected result!!

But a ‘not so pleasant’ result of the press coverage was very worrying:

A BOMB SCARE

One evening, the phone rang and an anonymous voice said: “There’s a bomb in your garden.” and
then hung up. Iimmediately rang the police and soon our front garden was full of armed police
with torches, searching under every bush and plant for the bomb.

Meanwhile the three kids were looking down at the hubbub in the garden below, from an upstairs
window, wondering what armed police were doing searching in the bushes.

I told them that the police were searching for the possum that kept making strange noises during
the night. They seem satisfied and went back to sleep.
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Flower Study. (oil) Donald Cameron

LEST WE
FORGET

For all the millions
of people from our
global community
who have suffered
destruction, disease
and disablement,
caused through
the psycho-active,
addictive drug
ALCOHOL.

LIVING DANGEROUSLY

Alcohol's role in Global Mortality exposed - W.H.O. World Health Report 2002
Globe Magazine Issue 4, 2002.

Global alcohol consumption has increased in recent decades, with most or all of this increase occurring in developing
countries, according to The World Health Report 2002, published recently by the World Health Organisation.
Throughout the world, alcohol caused 1.8 million deaths, equal to 4 per cent of the global disease burden - the highest
proportion being in the Americas and Europe. It is estimated that worldwide, alcohol caused between 20 and 30 percent
of all oesophagal cancer, liver disease, epilepsy, motor vehicle accidents, and homicide and other intentional injuries.
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returned home and we went to bed and the family went to sleep. I was still sweating,
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PETITION

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Victoria now assembled.

THE HUMBLE PETITION O THE UNDERSIGNED ELECTORS OF THE
STATE OF VICTORIA RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH

THAT THE UNDERSIGNED ELECTORS

(a) DEPLORE THE CONTINUING TINFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AS MAJOR CONTRIBUTING
FACTOR AND CAUSE OF DEATH AND INJURY ON AUSTRALIAN ROADS,

(b) BELIEVE THAT DRINKING DRIVERS DEPRIVE MOTORISTS OF THE RIGHT TO
SAFE TRANSPORT FOR THEMSELVES AND FAMILIES BY ENDANGERING THE
LIFE AND LIMB OF ALL WHO USE THE ROADS

(c) BELIEVE THAT THE DRINKING MOTORIST INFRINGES THE CIVIL LIBERTY OF
THE MAJORITY OF THE COMMUNITY BY CAUSTNG AND CONTRTBUTTNG TO THE
DEATH OF OVER 50 AUSTRALIANS EACH WEEK AND BEING A MAJOR
CONTRIBUTING FACTOR IN THE DEATH AND INJURY OF NEARLY ONE MILLION
AUSTRALIANS IN THE PAST 20 YEARS,

YOUR PETITIONERS THEREFORE REQUEST THE GOVERNMENT TO TNTRODUCE AT THE

FORTHCOMING SESSION OF PARLIAMENT LEGISLATION FOR RANDOM BREATH TESTS

AND TO ENSURE THAT SUCH LEGISLATION IS STRICTLY ENFORCED.

AND YOUR PETITIONERS, AS IN DUTY BOUND, WILL EVER PRAY.

Name Address

COMPLETED FORMS TO BE RETURNED TO :
D. Cameron, P.0. Box 218, KEW POST OFFICE, 3101
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A study released by the NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and entitled “The impact of Alcohol Sales on
Violent Crime, Property Destruction and Public Disorder”, uncovers the relationship between crimes,
alcohol and licensed venues. It found that Hotels were linked with three common crimes - assault,
malicious damage to property and offensive behaviour. Hotels were linked with all three crimes and
clubs most strongly linked with offensive behaviour and damage to property, while restaurants were
linked with damage to property. In all cases alcohol was the culprit.

Alcohol Policy Coalition

Alcohol abuse is “the biggest social issue facing Victoria, and one of the biggest threats to young
Victorians.

“...More needs to be done to reduce the level of binge drinking amongst young people”
Mary Wooldridge, shadow minister for drug abuse, 2008

Advance Australia - where?

Some years ago, I visited an aboriginal reserve in another state, in company with a group of
University students from around Australia.

T had brought a limited number of art materials with me to give some demonstrations of painting
techniques. Some very promising talent emerged from among those involved and regrettably there
did not seem any avenues available for them to be able to practice their undoubted art ability.
Ultimately, there was an exhibition of work produced held in a gym. hall on the property and a large
number of reserve dwellers attended to see the results. I managed a few portraits also at that time.
During a painting demo they would gather round in a huge circle to watch intently, a first experience
for them.

On Thursdays (pay day on the reserve), the village bus went into the nearest town, where the money
earned was exchanged for large flagons of wine. Upon return, the flagons of wine were passed
among the men and boys one at a time, until not a drop was left. It wasn’t long before groups of
brawlers exploded around the reserve and it became our self-allotted tasks to pick up the inert bodies
of “dead drunk” children from where they had dropped in their tracks in the dust. We carried them
to rough palliases where they would lie immovable until they eventually recovered.

The Scene changes to King’s Cross

The time for drinking has commenced and will continue “around the clock”. About 3a.m or earlier,
the brawling will commence and the thin veneer of civilisation drops away. Insulting language and
invective will begin. Arrests and hospitalisation begin for the injured, some badly.

Hospital beds begin to fill up, depriving other needy people of the privilege.

The police have to help clean up the mess of bodily functions, vomit and people injured in attacks of
inebriated patrons.

So the violence spreads. Against all prevailing wisdom, there has been a concentrated spread of
outlets for selling alcohol in the area, with the obvious results of dangerous mayhem or injury and
degradation.

We hear that even more outlets are being planned which will increase the diabolical inevitable results
yet further.
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‘WARNING LABELS ON ALCOHOL

Labelling of food containers with information and warnings is sought in every field by the public, and yet
the labelling of alcohol containers with a warning label is fought against by the alcohol industry.

In the United States alcohol containers must carry a warning label by law. "New research and evaluation
in the U.S.A. labelling system is starting to indicate it is effective". (Thomas K. Greenfield).

The Esk Brewery in Launceston was manufacturing alcohol and exporting it to the U.S. with a warning
label attached to all containers. (I enclose a copy of one of these labels).

This Warning Label (and others similar) is mandatory on all alcohol containers exported to the United
States.

It does set a precedent and can be useful in this regard.

The Esk Brewery is now exporting to new markets and not the U.S. so the labelling is not required.

TASMANIA 1S THE RUGGED ISLAND STATE
OF AUSTRALIA SITUATED OFF THE
SOUTHERN COAST. THE STATE IS
RECOCNISED THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FOR
IT'S UNPOLLUTED NATURAL WILDERNLSS,
HOME OF THE FAMOUS *TASMANIAN
DEVIL*(S4RCOPHILUS HARISIT) AND SOURCE OF
THE FINEST RAW MATERIALS FROM WHICH
THIS INTERNATIONAL LAGER IS BREWED.

GOVERNMENT WARNING: (1) ACCORDING 70 THE
SURGEQN GENERAL, WOMEN SHOULD NOT

DRINK ALCOHOL BEVERAGES DURING PREGNANCY
BECAUSE OF THE RISK OF BIRTH DEFECTS. (2}
CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHDIIC BEVERAGES IMPAIRS -
YOUR ABILITY 70 DRIVE A CAR OR OPERATE
MACHINERY, AND MAY CAUSE HEALTH PROBLEMS.

MI. 10¢-REFUND

. MA. OR ME. CT NY 1A, VI. DE. 5¢ REFUND

BREWED BY J. BOAG'S BREWERY, THE ESPLANADE
TAUNCESTON, TASMANIA, AUSTRALIA. MPORTED
Y ERANDEVOR USA INC, REDNIOND, WASHINGION,
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Another community member who in more recent times has shared his concern and taken action is
Peter Frazer, whose daughter Sarah was killed when a truck ploughed into her car while it was being
hitched to a tow truck on the side of the Hume Highway. Peter started the Safer Australian Roads
And Highways (SARAH) group in 2012 to lobby for a number of road safety initiatives (NRMA, 2016).
The SARAH group has a significant outreach to the community across Australia through its web site
www.sarahgroup.org. People can access a whole range of information on road safety both in Australia
and from a worldwide perspective. Visitors to the site are also invited to participate in International
Road Safety Week each year, to register for regular newsletter updates and to take a pledge to “Drive
so others survive.”

We can all like Donald Cameron and Peter Frazer, play a role in creating greater community
awareness of the problems associated with drinking, taking drugs and driving by encouraging our
local municipal councils and state political leaders to continue to improve our road safety law and
improve the construction as well as maintenance of our roadways.

You are invited, to participate in continuing the campaign to reduce the amount of road trauma and
to save lives through adding your voice to the public discussion, saving lives and making life safer for
future generations of road users.
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"At that stage, the official statistics showed that alcohol was involved in well under 5 per cent of fatal
crashes. Once the coroner got into it, we discovered it was 50 per cent - it was out by a factor of 10
because no one was testing it," (Heinrichs, 2003).

However, for more than a decade, no legislation was introduced to allow police to randomly test
drivers for blood alcohol levels. Furthermore, in relation to fatal accidents, post-mortem alcohols were
“ordered at the whim of the local coroner or his deputy” and there was “no provision for anyone to
collect and collate such levels anyway” (Birrell, 1974).

Victoria was the first state to introduce drink driving offences based on the biological detection model
(Quilter et al., 2016) - that is, where blood alcohol concentration (BAC) or prescribed concentration of
alcohol (PCA) levels serve as statutory ‘proxies’ for impairment.

The Motor Car (Driving Offence) Act 1965 (Vic) added s81A(1) to the Motor Car Act 1958 (Vic): ‘[a]ny
person who drives a motor car while the percentage of alcohol in his blood expressed in grams per
one hundred millilitres of blood is more than .05 per centum shall be guilty of an offence’. Other states
quickly followed, although most initially preferred a 0.08 threshold. Queensland adopted a 0.10
threshold (Traffic Acts 1949 to 1967 (Qld) s16(1a)(a), as amended by the Traffic Acts Amendment Act
of 1968 (Qld; Quilter J et al; 2017).

However, at that time under the existing law police needed to have good reason to suspect the driver
was under the influence of alcohol and then had to prove that it was to such an extent that the driver
was incapable of having proper control of the vehicle. Tragically, Victoria's road toll peaked at 1061
in 1970. In 1974, Dr Birrell wrote the book, “Drinking, Driving and You” to counter what he called "a
conspiracy of silence" about drink-driving issues (Heinrichs, 2003).

The Introduction of Random Breath Testing (RBT) For Alcohol

From information being presented in the media on the road toll and in related publications such as Dr
Birrell’s book on the influence of alcohol on driving ability, caring and responsible members of the
community were becoming increasingly concerned.

In 1976, Victoria became the first Australian jurisdiction to introduce random breath testing. The
Motor Car (Breath Testing Stations) Act 1976 (Vic) added s80EA to the Motor Car Act 1958 (Vic) which
empowered the police to establish “preliminary breath testing stations” and direct drivers to stop for
breath testing. Between 1979 and 1988 all other Australian jurisdictions introduced RBT for alcohol
(Quilter et al, 2017).

As you read further through this publication you will discover how, without the determination and
commitment of Donald Cameron, a concerned member of the public who took action at considerable
personal cost to promote the introduction of improved legislation, it might have been many more
years before Random Breath Testing was introduced.

Subsequent legislative change, strict enforcement and improvements to roads have cut the toll by two-
thirds. Among the changes were the breathalyser, random breath testing, the .05 legislation,
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intending to become pregnant, many responsible overseas governments have implemented warning
labels on the alcohol containers - Why has Australia not done so long ago?

Evidence for new NHMRC guidelines 2008-9
Worldwide alcohol caused 2.1 million deaths in 2002 (World Health Organisation)

In Australia between 1992 and 2001 more than 31,000 deaths were attributed to risky or high risk
alcohol consumption.

The name National Health & Medical Research Council is quite a mouthful, but it's one of our
nation's most important bodies. Every 7 years the NHMRC prepares new guidelines on low risk
drinking. The just released new draft guidelines (running to 166 pages) are fundamental to a rethink
on alcohol consumption.

The guidelines have been prepared to experts in treatment, general practise and research.

Health benefits

“The international clinical consensus is that people should not take up or maintain drinking for health benefits.”

Draft of NHMRC Alcohol Guidelines 2007
Description: Alcohol Guidelines based on strong evidence
Further Information- Professor Jon Currie: 0407 912 891

Alcohol Guidelines based on strong evidence

The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) has reinforced the quality and
accuracy of its draft alcohol guidelines, saying they were based on the best available scientific
evidence.

Chair of the NHMRC Alcohol Guidelines Committee Professor Jon Currie was responding to
criticism of the guidelines from the Winemakers’ Federation of Australia.

“We welcome the submission from the Winemakers’ Federation, as we welcome all submissions,”
Professor Currie said.

"But I want to reinforce that we have been rigorous and systematic in searching for the best available,
peer-reviewed evidence and assessing that research, as we always do when developing guidelines.
These are based on more than 400 international research papers." As spoken by Professor Currie.

“This evidence indicates that at a population level, more than two drinks a day is damaging to health.”

In response to claims that the guidelines were “culturally irrelevant”, Professor Currie said, “The
responsible consumption of alcohol is a health issue, not a cultural issue. People make their own
choice- it’s not our role to tell them how to behave.

“But it is our role to ensure people have solid, evidence-based information so they can make educated
and informed decisions to health issues. These new guidelines will allow people to make those
decisions.”
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PHILATELY AGAINST DRINKING AND DRIVING

A letter from a Doctor of Veterinary Science in England, Dr. David Locke. (with permission)

Having been a stamp collector since childhood, I was aware that many countries were producing
excessive numbers of new stamps aimed at collectors rather than for postal usage. When I retired
I decided to limit my hobby to ‘thematic’ philately - the collection of material related to a specific
theme. I started with a theme that I knew something about - ‘Veterinary Science’. As I searched
catalogues and dealers” wares for suitable material, I came across plenty of examples relating to
’Road Safety” which constantly reminded me of the death of my son Jonathan, who had been knocked
off his bicycle and killed by a drunken driver shortly before my retirement. Consequently I started
a second hobby from thence, limited to ‘Drinking & Driving’. This article is the result and it features
some of the stamps that have been issued on this subject, as well as philatelic items such as special
postmarks and slogan cancellations.

The next page illustrates some of the stamps that have been issued to press home the message that
drinking and driving are incompatible. The stamps appear in order of their date of issue and under
each is a translation. It is interesting to note how many different ways there are of stating the same
message!

It is also enlightening to note which countries were in the forefront of this campaign. The earliest
stamp was issued by East Germany in 1966, not surprising for a country that had a blood alcohol
limit of nil mg/100 mL. It features a glass of beer, a motor cyclist and an ambulance with the message
“Just one glass is too much". The European Union recommends that its member countries should
have a maximum blood alcohol limit of 50 mg/100mL. Significantly absent is any stamp from Great
Britain, where the limit remains at 80 mg.

Outside Europe, there is a stamp from Australia, the country which successfully introduced random
breath testing. This stamp is one of a’‘Community Health’ set, with the words “Drinking & Driving
don’t mix”.

The illustrations on the last page are computer-enhanced postmarks (to 50 mg in accordance with
the EU recommendation). The Austrian slogan of 1961 is rather unique - “Drive safely, drink milk”!

This theme is an excellent example of postal services being used to improve public awareness. It
is disappointing that this approach has largely been ignored in the UK - is this another pro-active
opportunity for Citizens Against Drink Driving (CADD)?

I would be delighted to hear from any reader who shares my interest in philately and I would
be pleased to receive any additional examples of the drinking & driving theme, either stamps or
postmarks/cancellations, to add to my collection.

David Locke

In response to the David Locke letter I suggested that a school exercise for young readers could be to design a
road safety poster or postage stamp as suggested above (note from Donald Cameron, a former stamp designer
and engraver, who happened at the time to hold the added role of State Director for Victoria, People Against
Drink Driving).
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A GLOBAL SELECTION OF POSTMARKS AND CANCELLATIONS

WHICH WARN OF DRINK DRIVING RISKS
Reproduced by kind permission of Dr. David Locke
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is now chasing - are unsustainable without less retail spending. Retailers who complain about the
impact of gambling on spending now, "ain’t seen nothing yet."

Smith explains the governments have become “gambling ‘guarantor’, gambling ‘pusher’ and
gambling ‘addict’”. Her paper shows that Government marketing and promotion of gambling is
incompatible with a free society. Citizens should be able to look to government to protect their basic
rights, not promote destructive behaviour or false promises.

The inquiry into gambling must include both the implications for revenue and taxation, and the
corrupting impact on society of the expansion of gambling. It should be undertaken by Australians
of the highest calibre and the broadest imagination who can not only explain the mortal danger
Australia is now in, but map out the path that must be taken in order to extricate the nation from the
morass.

Clubs and churches taking a big punt
The Sunday Telegraph Editorial 5/8/2012
“Gambling addiction, like alcoholism, is a fact of life.”

But it has long seemed a problem too difficult for pubs and clubs to even acknowledge, let alone
tackle.

Their argument - like that of tobacco companies - is “We are selling a legal product. We can’t

be responsible for the failings of individuals.” But everyone who's walked into a club or pub in

the middle of the day knows gambling addicts are the people who drive the profits of the poker
machines. Sure, there are plenty of punters happy to feed $10 into a machine and walk away - but
they’re not the ones who make poker machines the foundation of a hugely lucrative business model.

Today The Sunday Telegraph reveals a $1 million scheme by clubs to pay church organisations,
including the Salvation Army, to patrol pokie dens within clubs to counsel likely problem gamblers.

At first glance, it looks a lot like one of the oldest PR tricks in the book; adopt a charitable stance to
silence the critics.

Prior to the 2010 election clubs ploughed $40 million into the Won't Work, Will Hurt campaign
against mandatory pre-commitment reforms. The clubs are amongst the savviest political operators
in this country, and they know how to wield power, enlisting the goodwill rugby league’s star
network and invoking the terrifying spectre of a suburban future without children’s sport, which is
widely funded by clubs.

Ponder how non-problem gamblers will react to a chaplain coming up and offering salvation on a
lazy Sunday flutter?

But, for the moment, let’s give the clubs the benefit of the doubt.

Having defeated mandatory pre-commitment, they are at least, and finally, acknowledging they are
part of the problem. Gambling addiction can and does ruin lives - and the clubs have a moral, if not
legal obligation to do something to help.

As for the churches, this is a high-stakes game.





OEBPS/image/3d.green.jpg





OEBPS/image/Donald's_covers.png
Keep i iia on!





OEBPS/image/87.png





OEBPS/image/106.png





OEBPS/image/Assembling_document_25.png
‘waiting for something to happen! I was still lying awake when, about 3am, a wrong set alarm
went off - like a fire alarm - and I shot out of bed to turn it off and finally went to sleep.
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Statements on Alcohol Problems

Source of Information:
Australian Drug Foundation. Salvation Army.
Alcohol Dependence Expert Professor. John Saunders, Director of Alcohol &
Drug Services, Royal Brisbane Hospital.
National Health & Medical Research Council “Alcohol Guidelines Health Risks

“Young Women drink as much as young men and start drinking in early teens”.

31% of women and men aged 14 — 24 consumed up to 30 drinks every week,
while two-thirds of teenagers had their first drink by the age of 14

The survey found that 17% of young women would consume up ;to 13 drinks in
a session, taking their blood alcohol level to three times the legal limit.

20% of men would consume up to 19 drinks in the one sitting with a similar
effect.

“Alcohol companies were preying on young women by advertising designer
mixed drinks”.

“More than 3000 deaths and 72,000 hospitalisations resulted from high risk
drinking in Australia”

“The financial burden of alcohol abuse in Australia was estimated to be $4.5
million. More than a million Australians have untreated alcohol problems”.

“Studies showed that more than 30 percent of practitioners patients had signs of
alcohol misuse. Less than a quarter of them were ever diagnosed.. 20 percent of
men and 13 percent of women were dependent on alcohol”.

“More than two-thirds of teenagers had drunk alcohol in the past 12 months™.
“Alcohol companies were preying on young women by advertising designer
mixed drinks”.  The alcohol industry promotes its product to the YOUNG
PEOPLE

“Binge drinking among teenagers has risen alarmingly”

Irresponsible sex, embarrassing public behaviour, driving when intoxicated and
long term health risks occur.
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THE ADVENT OF RANDOM BREATH TESTING IN AUSTRALIA

An advertisement placed in the Melbourne Herald and Age Newspaper in the year 1965 by Donald Cameron.
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A Warning Unheeded
Friday August 12 - 2011 Telegraph

Geoff Chambers
and Nathan Klein

POLICE Commissioner = Andrew
Scipione has warned drunken
hooligans to get off *“the booze’” as
his officers attend almost three
glassing and bottle assault inci-
dents across the state every day.

There were 224 glassings in pubs
and clubs across the state last year
and a combined 955 incidents in
which a glass or bottle was used.

While the Bureau of Crime
Statistics and Research reported an
18.18 per cent drop in non-domestic
violence glassings, Mr Scipione
said one attack was too many.

Last weekend two men were
glassed in Port Macquarie and
Surry Hills. In 2010, Kings Cross
(17), City (11), Surry Hills (8),
Tuggerah Lakes (8) and Monaro (7)
were the state’s glassing hotspots.
Almost 100 glassing incidents hap-
pened between midnight and 3am.

Mr Scipione, a teetotaller, said
using a bottle or glass to assault a
pub patron was “‘abhorrent”.

“People get drunk, get into
arguments and reach for the first
possible weapon at their disposal,

often a beer or wine glass, or a
bottle,”” Mr Scipione said.

““People need to start heeding
our warnings before writing them-
selves off and attacking another
person. It’s no good coming to
your senses after you have carried
out such a despicable act, it’s too
late. The damage has been done.””

St Vincent’s Hospital accident
and emergency director Dr
Gordian Fulde said glassing had
become a scourge, particularly
during summer.

“‘Between midnight to 3am you
see the build up to serious violence
on the streets,”” he said.

It has been almost 12 months
since 23-year-old Matthew, whose
surname has been withheld, was
glassed in the face outside the
Mean Fiddler pub in Rouse Hill.

Matthew, who has permanent
nerve damage, was walking home
when he was targeted in an
““unprovoked and random’” attack
by three unknown men.

His father Kevin said the assault
did more than physical damage.

““It affected the whole family.
From that first phone call when we
were told he was in hospital to

now, when I genuinely cannot hold
a glass of wine without thinking
about that night,”” he said.

An Office of Liquor, Gaming and
Racing spokesman said they were
targeting glassing hotspots includ-
ing Kings Cross and the city.

Teams of officers are conducting
covert operations every weekend.

“These audits, conducted both
covertly and overtly, are designed
to reduce the risk of intoxication
and associated impacts such as
alcohol-related violence and anti-
social behaviour,” he said.

Since 2008, 48 pubs and hotels
have been forced to use plastic
instead of glass. A further 105
venues have introduced poly-
carbonate glasses.

Victims of Crime Assistance
League spokesman Howard Brown
said “‘woman-on-woman’’ glass-
ing incidents had risen in the past
18 months.

“This could sound sexist but
there is definitely a greater number
of women getting involved in glass-
ing. One of our victims was lucky
not to lose her nose — because of
the attack she has lost her sense of
smell,”” Mr Brown said.

REMEMBER KING’S CROSS!

Get “smashed” or “glassed”- it’s your risk.

-

\‘ «

251
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Why Victoria is a corrupt, addicted, gambling state.

The Age May 4, 1990 Kenneth Davidson

Gambling can be an innocent pastime for those who take a regular ticket in the lottery or back a
runner in the Melbourne Cup. This is what gambling means to most people.

But such gamblers don't fill state coffers or make fortunes for the entrepreneurs who have won the
big prize from gambling- a gambling franchise from the Government.

Serious gambling is an evil. There is the psychological evil of hoping to make money you have not
properly earned and the material evil of losing money which neither the gambler not his or her
family can afford.

And then there is the more subtle evil that touches everybody. A society that must encourage the
weakness of its most psychologically and materially vulnerable groups in order to fund its essential
activities. This is an insidious corruption that transcends the relationship between Government and
people to whom the Government issues the gambling franchises.

Crown Casino was designed to make half its money from Asian gamblers. Now Crown, according
to the news reports, “is to reposition itself to reduce its dependence on international highrollers.
CROWN has determined the domestic gaming, with its higher marginal returns, is to be of greater
focus.”

This is bad news for local gamblers who come disproportionately from the poor and the desperate
Melbourne’s western suburbs.

Bacchanalian carnivals should be carefully regulated so they don’t hurt the pockets of the health of
roisterers or corrupt the soul of society.

The vested interests of living off Australia’s gambling addicts are now virtually unstoppable. It is next
to impossible to withdraw from a situation where essential social infrastructure will only be financed
if money can continue to be mulcted from the poor by exploiting their dreams, their ignorance, and
their weaknesses.

Casinos are to gambling what heroin is to drugs because of the huge sums that can be lost in minutes.

Britain and the United States recognise this, London has exclusive clubs. The US has isolated casinos
in Las Vagas, Atlantic City, and a few pathetic Indian reservations.

Australia, on the other hand, has huge casinos in the middle of its major population centres, slot
machines in every pub and club and TABs constantly thinking up new games to entice gamblers.

The Victorian budget papers show that the Victorian Government’s dependence on gambling has
risen from 10 percent of state tax in 1991 to 15 per cent now. Household spending (not turn-over) on
gambling has risen from 1.5 percent of household disposable income in 1991 to 3 percent now. This
works out to about $560 per Victorian man, woman and child, or more than $2000 for each family
of four. Half goes to the Government. The other half goes to private profits and the industries that
survive on gambling.

How is the expenditure financed? According to Julie Smith (Gambling Taxation in Australia) a survey
of Victorians showed that 75 percent of gambling was financed by reducing household savings or
increasing debt. That means the current levels of gambling - let alone the increased levels that Crown
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Call for

action to
halt rise
in suicides

A strategy is needed to
help pecple at risk,
particularly young men.

By ADRIAN ROLLINS
CANBERRA

An alarming jump in youth and adult
suicides has prompted calls for
urgent government and community
action.

An Australian Bureau of Statistics
report released yesterday showed
that in 1997 more Australians took
their own lives than ever before.

The number of suicides jumped 14
per cent from 1996, with the highest
suicide rate among men aged
between 25 and 44.

. But Mr Andrew Kay, the executive
director of Here for Life, a foun-
dation to combat youth suicide, said
the number of teenagers and young
adults taking their own lives had
leapt 46 per cent and required urgent
1 to prevent further deaths.

“ e
Iiss of life, particularly with young
people,” he said.

Mr Kay
there was a sense of “mrendiness’
and acceptance of suicide, and an
education campaign similar to that
mounted 10 combat drowning was
needed urgently

Among non-suicide deaths, the
big killers remained cancer and heart
disease, with car accidents  also
claiming many lives

But the threat posed by AIDS
receded. The number of AIDS-
lated deaths has dropped from 666
in 1995 to 568 in 1996, then to 279 in
1997. Cancer accounted for 27 per
cent of all deaths in 1997, with

The human cost

Suicides in Australia

tumors of the lung, trachea and
bronchus the most common form of
cancer deaths among men.

For women, breast cancer was the
biggest killer, accounting for 17 per
cent of female cancer deaths. None
the less the rate of breast cancer has
dropped 10 per cent since 1988.

Heart disease continued to claim
men’s lives at almost double the rate
of women, but the number of deaths
caused by it dropped 31 per cent
between 1988 and 1997.

Overall, the standardised death
rate (the number of deaths per
100,000 people) has declined stead-
ily, reaching 624 in 1997.

Although illness continued to
claim most lives, 6 per cent of people
in 1997 died from external causes,
most commonly accidents.

Of accidental deaths the largest
proportion occurred in car crashes
(though the rate of vehicle accident
deaths was halved between 1988 and
1997) followed by suicides, fo o
drowning,

iid that in youth culture % How people die varies with age. In

the first 24 years of life people are
most commonly killed in accide
those between 25 and 44
almost as likely o kill themselves as
10 die of cancer

People aged between 45 and 64 are
twice as likely to die of cancer than
heart discase, but for those 85 years
and older the reverse is true.

The number of murders has
remained relatively stable, rep-
resenting an actual drop in homicide
rates in the 10 years to 1997
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1965 SABBATICAL LEAVE APPLICATION

During the intervening years which followed, I had been teaching Art at Caulfield Technical
College to students who intended to become future High School Teachers and Secondary School
Art Teachers. After 7 years teaching, when I qualified for 12 month’s sabbatical leave to go to
the UK, it was a case of leaving Australia with Audrey and our three young children, bound for
England on board the “Oriana”. During 1966 we spent travelling and I also studied at the Slade
School of Art - London University College. During that year I applied for a French Government
Technical Scholarship and I received one for hand-engraving, entitling me to 4 months study

in Paris at Lycée Technique Estienne, beginning in 1967. One of the night school assignments at
the Lycée was to design a propaganda poster. I based mine on the information about Australia’s
catastrophic alcohol-caused road toll.

1967 STORY OF THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SKELETON AD.

When wandering along a Paris street one day I came across some sidewalk stalls with goods
arranged on trestle tables. I noticed some articulated skeletons, about 18 inches high, made of
bone coloured plastic. I bought one and on return to my hotel room attached it by a string around
its neck to the coat hook at the back of the door, from where it swung gently. I often wondered
what the French chambermaid thought when she came to clean the room, and caught sight of the
grisly pendulum, riding at anchor from the coat hook. One of the Lycée evening class assignments
required the design of a road safety poster, and as a basis I used a drawing of my skeleton astride
a Renault car cut from a French magazine. I thought I would have a go at converting the poster to
make it suitable for Australia, so I added a bottle of beer to the skeleton’s hand, also the caption
“Alcohol, Major Cause of the Road Toll”. In later years, this design was used on T-shirts, in trams
in Melbourne, Victoria and in other States as a car sticker.

I was staggered by the response - at the time, (1975) the road toll deaths and injuries were horrific
and the signatures came back by the thousands. When I had collected 9000 petition signatures, I
presented the initial bundle on the steps of Parliament House to the Secretary of Cabinet, Mr Jim
Ramsay. 3000 more came in which were also accepted and tabled. The legislation for R.B.T. was
enacted in February 1976 - I believe R.B.T. in NSW came in about 1983.

1975 FOUR MAINSTREAM DEMONINATIONAL CHURCH LEADERS WERE CONTACTED

I wondered what else I could try to get alcohol off Australian roadways, so I went to get advice
from the assistant to the Coroner in Victoria, Dr Donald Hossack, who, during our chat, told

me that the then Premier, Rupert Hamer was in favour of Random Breath Testing, but that the
legislation was “gathering dust in government archives”. After that advice, I wrote to the four
leaders of main religious denominations of churches in Victoria; Catholic, Anglican, Methodist
and Presbyterian to seek support for R.B.T. Three of the leaders just acknowledged receipt of my
letters, but the fourth reply, which came from the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, Rev.
Donald Mc Crae read, “You have our blessing”. Accordingly. I contacted a lawyer in Frankston,
Victoria, Mont Hollow, who then drew up a petition form in the correct “legalese”, valid for
submission to the Victorian Government.

T happened at the time to be in charge of the art department at Scotch College, Hawthorn, where,
through the kind assistance of Ken Field, the Bursar, all the petition forms were printed. Then,
through the Presbyterian Church, the forms were distributed for signatures to be collected via
every Presbyterian Church parish in Victoria.

In combination with booze buses and R.B.T., the alcohol-related road toll lowered and in 1983 I
received a phone call from the National Director of PADD in S.A. Mr Graeme Denholm, requesting
me to head up PADD in Victoria, which position I accepted.

Donald Cameron





OEBPS/image/img-6061010501.jpg
to 13 drinks in





OEBPS/image/Assembling_document_217.png
This assault on people’s safety caused by people under the influence of alcohol is appalling and a danger
toall.

Do we really need 24-Hour Bottle Shops? Trading Hours Matter

Research shows that extended trading hours of licensed outlets increases the number of alcohol-related
problems. More assaults occur on Friday or Saturday nights, when alcohol is available for longer.

The Victorian community is concerned about unrestricted availability of alcohol such as 24-hour bottle
shops and late night venues.

Give Victorians a Safe Night Out

Alcohol related crime in Victoria is on the rise. It's damaging the health of our community, our night time
economy and our international reputation as a destination of choice.

Victoria prides itself on offering vibrant entertainment and culture. In reality, binge drinking and alcohol-
fuelled assaults are sadly the more commonly reported feature of a night out.

What can the Victorian Government do?

¢ Ban the types of products and practices which encourage excessive drinking such as alcohol shots
and alcohol energy drinks.

¢ Change the focus on alcohol in our cities by creating diverse entertainment, family-friendly, alcohol-
free zones in entertainment districts at night.

¢ Putan end to the alcohol sales after 3am in licensed venues and after 11.

¢ Phase out all 24 hour liquor licenses.

* Support this legislation with a comprehensive communication and education campaign to help
inform parents and teenagers.

Final Chapter- Prophetic words from Ita Buttrose Book.

(Her book describes bringing up her family in the 1950’s. The final lines of this chapter haven been
selected for comparison with conditions in Australia).

“By comparison, today’s children have it tough. They have my sympathy. What should be four powerful
influences for good in their lives- parents, school, the Church and television- have all let them down.

The future is not pleasant - downright frightening- to contemplate.

Who is going to pick up the pieces and try to put society back into shape... who and how and when?
The richer the country seems to become (and I'm not that sure how well off we are at the rock bottom)
the more readily people - from national leaders to grubby spivs- are prepared to do anything for money.
The church is a voice crying in the wilderness. Parents, teachers, bosses and even the law enforcement
agencies and the courts are reluctant, or afraid, to use their authority to bring about reform.

Some children still have the good fortune to lead lives like we did at Parsley Bay. They are a
lucky minority. Average Australian youngsters have the scales weighted against them. In their
own minds at any rate, they do not have to seek far for circumstances to justify their anti-social
behaviour, early promiscuous sex, sloppy living, boozing, drug taking and a general don’t-give-a-
damn attitude towards existence. They and therefore the rest of us are in an appalling mess.
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HELP STAMP OUT THE SICKENING RECURRING
MURDERS AND MUTILATION INFLICTED ON ROAD USERS
BY ALCOHOLISED MOTORISTS!

Regrettably, R.B.T alone will not achieve this; however, lowering the
legal limit is a highly regarded reform by police, road safety experts and
health authorities. This would help to save lives and avoid the lifelong
disablement of our youth.

Our elected representatives need to be told of Australia’s needs!
Pre-election promises from them may assist our voting!

You can’t argue with 98% of voters Australia wide!

People Against Drink Driving
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Kids and Alcohol
P.M. We're in booze epidemic” Sun Mon. 20/2/08 by Ben Packham p.2

The focus on problem drinking comes amid a push by Family First senator Steve Fielding for health
warnings on alcohol labels and tougher advertising restrictions.

“It's a huge issue and I think the Prime Minister is quite rightly realizing it is a growing problem, not
just sort of static,” Senator Fielding said.

His Alcohol Toll Reduction Bill is being examined by a Senate inquiry.

It would require health information labels to be placed on alcohol containers, alcohol advertising to
be approved by government body, and alcohol ads to screen after 9pm and before 5am.

Ads aimed at children, or which link drinking to social, business, sporting or sexual success, would
be banned under Senator Fielding's Bill.

Alcohol is the second biggest contributor after smoking to chronic disease in Australia.

Alcohol-related harm is estimated to cost more than $15 billion a year.

Protect Our Kids From Alcohol Harm

New research shows that alcohol can cause irreparable damage to a young person’s brain and
increases the risk of problems with alcohol later in life.

It is now illegal in Victoria to provide kids with alcohol on private property without parental consent
or knowledge. NSW, Queensland and Tasmania have legislated to protect kids from this ‘secondary
supply’ - where alcohol was provided without parental supervision to young people under the legal
purchase age.

Note: It is now against the law in Victoria to serve alcohol in a private home to anyone under 18,
unless their parent or guardian has given permission.

Daily Telegraph August 14- 2012

Features important research released by the N.S.W Police citizens youth clubs.

The NSW Police Citizens’ Youth Clubs has released important research which shows community
attitudes on incarceration are much more nuanced and considered than might be assumed to be
the case. The research has at its centre a mismatch between spiralling rates of youth crime and
the resources allocated by police management to working with young people at risk of becoming
offenders.

The background to the research is the quite staggering rate of youth crime in NSW. At least one-third
of all serious crimes in NSW are committed by people aged 10 to 19. That's crimes such as assault,
robbery, "break and enter" and car theft. At last week's PCYC 2012 youth policing conference, NSW
Police Minister Mike Gallagher said that while many categories of crime were falling in NSW, crimes
by young people had gone up by 18 per cent in the past 12 months.
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When
Random Breath Testing
Came to Australia

by Donald Cameron






OEBPS/image/82.png





