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	; Underscoring that the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 as amended by 
the 1972 Protocol,1 the Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971,2 the United 
Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
of 19883 and other relevant international instruments constitute the cornerstone of 
the international drug control system, 

	; Reaffirming also its unwavering commitment to ensuring that all aspects of demand 
reduction and related measures, supply reduction and related measures, and 
international cooperation are addressed in full conformity with the purposes and 
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, international law and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, with full respect for the sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of States, the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of States, 
all human rights, fundamental freedoms, the inherent dignity of all individuals and the 
principles of equal rights and mutual respect among States, 

	; Reaffirming the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,13 and noting that efforts 
to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and to effectively address the world 
drug problem are complementary and mutually reinforcing, 

	; Recognizing that the three international drug control conventions concern the health 
and welfare of humankind and that human rights are an indispensable part of the 
international legal framework for the design and implementation of drug policies, and 
bearing in mind efforts to address the human rights consequences of the world drug 
problem, 

	; Recalling also Commission on Narcotic Drugs resolution 65/2 of 18 March 2022 
on strengthening international cooperation to address the links between illicit drug 
trafficking and illicit firearms trafficking,15 

	; Recalling further Commission on Narcotic Drugs resolution 65/4 of 18 March 2022 on 
promoting comprehensive and scientific evidence-based early prevention,16 

	; Recalling also the need to develop, adopt and implement, with due regard for 
national, constitutional, legal and administrative systems, alternative or additional 
measures with regard to conviction or punishment in cases of an appropriate nature, 
in accordance with the three international drug control conventions and taking into 
account, as appropriate, relevant United Nations standards and rules, such as the 
Tokyo Rules, 

	; Condemning any discriminatory or violent practice perpetrated by law enforcement 
officials against persons who are vulnerable or marginalized, including systemic racism 
in the law enforcement and criminal justice systems, underscoring the importance of 
ensuring that such acts are not treated with impunity, and, in this regard, taking note of 
the request of the Human Rights Council, through its resolution 42/22 of 26 September 
2019,20 that the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, within its mandate, prepare 
a study on arbitrary detention related to drug policies, which was published on 18 May 
2021, 

	; Recognizing also the need to enhance efforts to strengthen the prevention of drug 
abuse among children and youth, also in educational settings, including by promoting 
the exchange of experiences and good practices, as well as technical assistance, 
and recalling Commission on Narcotic Drugs resolution 61/2 of 16 March 2018 on 
strengthening efforts to prevent drug abuse in educational settings,21 
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	; Expressing deep concern at the high price paid by society and by individuals and their 
families as a result of the world drug problem, and paying special tribute to those who 
have sacrificed their lives, including law enforcement and judicial personnel, and to 
the health-care and civil society personnel and volunteers whose work is dedicated to 
countering and addressing this phenomenon, 

	; Reaffirming that Indigenous Peoples have the right to their traditional medicines and 
to maintain their health practices, including the conservation of their vital medicinal 
plants, animals and minerals, and that they also have the right to access, without any 
discrimination, to all social and health services and to participate in decision-making 
processes, in accordance with United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples,22 

	; Welcoming continued efforts to enhance coherence within the United Nations system at 
all levels, and reaffirming the need to continue and strengthen cooperation between the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and other United Nations entities, including 
the World Health Organization and the International Narcotics Control Board, within their 
respective mandates, in their efforts to support Member States in the implementation of 
international drug control treaties in accordance with applicable human rights obligations 
and to promote protection of and respect for human rights, fundamental freedoms and the 
dignity of all individuals in the context of drug programmes, strategies and policies, 

	; Expressing its appreciation for the results already achieved by the initiatives at the 
bilateral, regional and international levels, recognizing that further positive results can 
be achieved with sustained and collective efforts through international cooperation in 
reducing the demand and supply of illicit drugs, recognizing also that the world drug 
problem continues to present challenges to the health, including mental health, safety 
and well-being of all humanity, and resolving to reinforce national and international 
efforts and further increase international cooperation to face those challenges, 

	; Reaffirming the crucial role of Member States in developing an effective and 
comprehensive approach to addressing and countering the world drug problem, 

	; Recognizing, as part of a comprehensive, integrated and balanced approach to 
addressing and countering the world drug problem, that appropriate emphasis should 
be placed on individuals, families, communities and society as a whole, with a view to 
promoting and protecting the health, safety and well-being of all humanity, 

	; Reaffirming equally that reducing drug abuse requires efforts to reduce demand, which 
must be demonstrated by sustained widespread demand reduction initiatives that are 
age- and gender-responsive and integrate a comprehensive public health approach 
spanning the spectrum of prevention, education, early detection and intervention, 
treatment, care and related support services, recovery support and the rehabilitation 
and social reintegration of drug users, in full compliance with the three international 
drug control conventions,

	; Welcoming the progress made in strengthening and expanding existing cooperation on 
the public health-related aspects of the world drug problem, including progress related 
to minimizing its adverse public health and social consequences, and reaffirming the 
need to take into account both the public health and the criminal justice dimensions 
of the world drug problem, in accordance with the outcome document of the thirtieth 
special session of the General Assembly, including by intensifying efforts to support 
Member States, upon request, in addressing and countering the world drug problem in 
accordance with a comprehensive, integrated and balanced approach, 
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	; Mindful of the importance of encouraging the voluntary engagement and participation 
of individuals with drug use disorders in treatment programmes, with informed consent, 
where consistent with national legislation, and developing and implementing scientific 
evidence-based outreach programmes and campaigns, involving affected populations, 
including those in long-term recovery, where appropriate, to promote healthy lifestyles 
and reduce the adverse health and social consequences of the world drug problem, 
prevent social marginalization and promote non-stigmatizing attitudes, as well as of 
implementing effective outreach to engage and maintain the engagement of people 
who are in treatment, care or sustained recovery programmes and taking measures to 
facilitate access to such programmes and related support services, including treatment 
for comorbidities, and to expand capacity, 

Also included is Dalgarno Institute’s alignment with 
the following UNODC priorities… 

Recalling the commitment of Member States in the 2019 Ministerial Declaration to 
review in the Commission on Narcotic Drugs in 2029 the progress in implementing all 
international drug policy commitments, with a midterm review in the Commission in 2024 

1.	 Reiterates its commitment to promoting the health, welfare and well-being of all 
individuals, families, communities and society as a whole and to facilitating healthy 
lifestyles through effective, comprehensive, scientific evidence-based demand 
reduction initiatives at all levels, covering, in accordance with national legislation 
and the three international drug control conventions, prevention, early intervention, 
treatment, care, recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration measures, as well 
as initiatives and measures aimed at minimizing the adverse public health and social 
consequences of drug abuse; 

2.	 Reaffirms its commitment to respecting, protecting and promoting all human rights, 
fundamental freedoms and the inherent dignity of all individuals and the rule of law in 
the development and implementation of drug policies;

3.	 Reaffirms the determination of Member States to tackle the world drug problem, while 
also recognizing the need to address the key causes and consequences of the world 
drug problem, including those in the health, social, human rights, economic, justice, 
public security and law enforcement fields, in line with the principle of common and 
shared responsibility, further reaffirms the determination of Member States to address 
public health, safety and social problems resulting from drug abuse, and recognizes the 
value of comprehensive and balanced policy interventions, including those in the field of 
the promotion of sustainable and viable livelihoods;

8.	 Encourages Member States to promote the prevention and treatment of drug use 
disorders, using scientific evidence-based practices, and takes note of the second 
updated edition of the International Standards on Drug Use Prevention and the 
International Standards for the Treatment of Drug Use Disorders, developed by the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in collaboration with the World Health 
Organization, that reflect respect for human rights and dignity, including the right to 
enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health and well-being, 
including mental health and psychosocial support services, promoting non-stigmatizing 
attitudes in the development and implementation of scientific evidence-based policies;
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9.	 Recognizes drug dependence as a complex, multifactorial health disorder characterized 
by a chronic and relapsing nature, with social causes and consequences, that can 
be prevented and treated through, inter alia, effective scientific evidence-based 
drug treatment, care and rehabilitation programmes, including community-based 
programmes, and also recognizes the need to strengthen capacity for aftercare for 
and the rehabilitation, recovery and social reintegration of individuals with substance 
use disorders, including mental health and psychosocial support services and, as 
appropriate, through assistance for effective reintegration into the labour market and 
other support services;

10.	Encourages Member States to develop quality assurance mechanisms for drug 
prevention, treatment, including for comorbidities, sustained recovery and related 
support services that reduce the adverse health and social consequences of drug abuse 
with a view to ensuring continuous improvement, through, inter alia, effective supervision 
of drug treatment and rehabilitation facilities by competent domestic authorities, 
including to prevent any possible acts of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or 
punishment, in accordance with national legislation and applicable international law;

12.	Urges Member States to increase the availability, coverage and quality of scientific 
evidence-based prevention measures and tools, especially life skills programmes 
with demonstrated effectiveness, that target relevant age and risk groups in 
multiple settings, including in educational institutions, in both the public and private 
sectors, reaching youth in school as well as out of school, among others, including by 
providing children and youth with information on drug abuse and its harmful effects 
and consequences as well as through drug use prevention programmes and public 
awareness-raising campaigns, including by using the Internet, social media and other 
online platforms, to develop and implement prevention curricula and early intervention 
programmes for use in the education system at all levels, as well as in vocational 
training, including in the workplace, and to enhance the capacity of teachers and 
other relevant professionals, as well as that of parents and guardians, to provide or 
recommend counselling, prevention and health-care services, and opportunities to 
choose healthy lifestyles, and to promote safe and drug-free environments;

13.	Invites Member States to consider enhancing cooperation among public health, 
education and law enforcement authorities when developing and implementing 
evidence-based drug use prevention initiatives;

14.	Acknowledges the important advances made in prevention science, establishing 
prevention as one of the main components of comprehensive, scientific evidence-based 
demand-reduction initiatives to address the non-medical use of controlled drugs, and 
also acknowledges that effective early prevention strategies and measures focused 
on addressing, inter alia, adverse childhood experiences as well as individual and 
environmental, including social, risk and protective, factors, contribute significantly 
to the positive engagement of children, youth and adults with their families and in 
educational settings, workplaces and communities;

18.	Encourages Member States to consider alternative, non-custodial measures for 
persons accused of minor, non-violent drug-related offences, to promote, consistent 
with the three international drug control conventions and domestic law, and in 
accordance with national, constitutional, legal and administrative systems, alternative 
or additional measures with regard to conviction or punishment in cases of an 
appropriate nature, and to ensure that law enforcement drug control efforts are 
consistent with States’ human rights obligations;
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35.	 Also calls upon Member States to mainstream a gender perspective into and ensure 
the full, equal, meaningful and effective participation of women in all stages of 
the development, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of drug policies and 
programmes, including drug prevention, treatment, sustained recovery, reintegration 
and related support services, to develop and disseminate gender-sensitive and age-
appropriate measures that take into account the specific needs and circumstances 
faced by women and girls with regard to the world drug problem and, as States 
parties, implement the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
against Women,25 and bearing in mind the importance of targeted interventions that 
are based on the collection and analysis of data, including age- and gender-related 
data, in meeting the specific needs of drug-affected populations and communities;

42.	 Invites Member States to promote and improve the systematic collection of 
information and gathering of evidence as well as the sharing, at the national and 
international levels, of reliable and comparable data on drug use and epidemiology, 
including scientific data on any risks or damage to health and societal consequences 
that are caused by abusing drugs, including in vaporized form, and on social, economic 
and other risk factors, as well as the links between drug policies and human rights, 
to promote, as appropriate, through the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and the 
World Health Assembly, the use of internationally recognized standards, such as 
the International Standards on Drug Use Prevention, and the exchange of best 
practices, and to formulate effective drug use prevention strategies and programmes 
in cooperation with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the World Health 
Organization and other relevant United Nations entities;

50.	 Recognizes that civil society, the scientific community, academia, the private sector 
and affected communities can play a significant role in addressing and countering the 
world drug problem by analysing drugs issues, in delivering services and in evaluating 
the human rights impact of drug policies, and encourages, where appropriate, the 
participation of civil society and affected communities in the design, implementation 
and provision of relevant scientific evidence in support of the evaluation of drug 
control policies and programmes;

(All experts are from United Nations – Addressing and countering the world drug problem through a 
comprehensive, integrated and balanced approach – United Nations General Assembly (Seventy-seventh 
session, Third Committee, Agenda item 111, International drug control November 2022 – Document  
A/C.3/77/L.13/Rev.1)
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