Harm reduction exponentially increased our drug deaths

Why this Drug Summit must reject new Harm Reduction interventions and prioritise Drug Prevention
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Australia’s drug deaths skyrocketed under a Harm Reduction priority
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whenever Australia has made Harm Reduction its central focus, drug-related deaths have skyrocketed
1985 to 1999 - deaths sharply increased as Australia moved to the highest drug use in OECD countries

1998 to 2006 - the Federal Prevention approach (shaded area Graph 2) saw deaths from all drug types plummet
2007 on - Harm Reduction prioritised again - deaths from every drug type skyrocketed - a clear policy failure

What failed Harm Reduction will demand from this Drug Summit
(and how these interventions will only cause more deaths)

Pill Testing
® from scientific study of 392 coroners’ reports Another injecting room
of Ecstasy deaths in Australia 2000-2018: ® the Sydney injecting room had overdoses 63
® 14% died from an allergic-like reaction to times higher than clients” own recorded overdose
Ecstasy for which pill testing can’t test rates before they registered to use the facility
® 48% died from co-using Ecstasy with alcohol, ® such extraordinary numbers of overdoses can
cocaine etc - pill testing doesn’t do blood tests only mean clients are buying more heroin and
® 29% died from (mostly more drugs from local dealers to be able to

vehicle) accidents while in-

toxicated - pill testing can’t o L
test for accidents ®  Portugal decriminalised use of all illicit

overdose, making injecting

rooms a government-funded

: accessory to the drug trade

®  Ecstasy is causal in all drugs mig-2001 , ® Melbourne’s MSIR overdose
these deaths, yet pill testing ~®  the aim of their policy is to “dissuade rate was a staggering 102 times
gives Ecstasy a pass users from llicit drugs higher than street rates

but drug use has gone up 59% ® Melbourne’s government-

use by minors up as much as 80% funded 2020 evaluation showed
overdose deaths by 85% since 2002 deaths actually increased in the

wastewater tests across cities in the area. as in Melbourne overall
European Union show Portugalinthe top @  These facilities prolong

in 2009, then legalisa- three countries for use of most illegal drugs  heroin use, allowing extended

S ) ® Their policy clearly did not work exposure to fatal overdoses
tionin 2013: ® L . P )
° Oregon and California copied Portugal  asing greater loss of life

cannabis related : . :
creating social debacles which you can

icides i 410% oo
sbt;/lczlg??)mcreased 0% read about - Oregon recriminalised recently

® cannabis hospitalisa-

Decriminalise all drugs
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Legalise Cannabis °
® Colorado loosened
medical cannabis laws

Drive legally while intoxicated

tions increased 360% ° (,)2% of_AusF@lians use cannabi§ legally
® cannabisrelated traffic deaths increased for ‘chronic pain’ - but 20 RCT studies show
230% by 2016 it doe_s not alle_vuate_ chronlc_pam _
®  adult cannabis use doubled by 2016 ®  drivers are intoxicated with cannabis

AND opiates in a very dangerous synergy

We know exactly what works - see over




How they fool you

The science on Harm Reduction should often be questioned.

Take the 2011 Lancet study on injecting rooms which ‘found’ that Vancouver’s injecting room
had reduced overdose deaths by 9%.

The official British Columbia coroner’s figures (below) show deaths actually increasing by 37%
the year after its 2003 opening, and still up 12% in 2005. So how did they achieve their bogus
result?

By comparing total deaths in the 33 month period before Insite opened, when overdose
deaths were still coming off their 1998 high due to a Canadian heroin drought, with 27 months
once they had bottomed out (the year before Insite opened). This is how the ‘science’ is cheated.
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We know exactly what works

and Parliamentarians can vote to save lives, not waste them

® Sweden reduced secondary student illicit drug use by 80% (1971-1990)
® |celand reduced secondary student illicit use by 60-90% (1998 — present)
® Australia’s Tough on Drugs reduced student and adult use combined by 40% (1998-2007)

® The US ‘Just Say No’ campaign reduced secondary student use by 70% (1981-1991)

Figure 5: Life-time prevalence of drug use ameng 15-16 year old students in Sweden,
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00 Table 2.1.  Trends in Prevalence of Lifetime and Last Year Marijuana Use by Age' (NHSDA 1974-1996) )
1971 1976 1981 1986 1981 1996 2001 2008
1974 1976 1977 1979 1982 1985 1988 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996
% % % % % % % % % % % % % %
Use of any lllicit Drug in Previous 12 Months - Litetime
Australia 247years | 230 224 280 267 282 204 150 127 111 91 99 136 162 168
%00 10 = 1826years | 527 529 599 661 613 576 546 504 488 466 457 419 414 440
00 + L
= . s 2634 years 450 515 541 576 565 552 543 549 527 518 505
100 + e
a4 - - smeyeas | 99 129 153 : ; ; . . . . . . }
199 2001 2004 2007 35+ years 90 104 139 176 196 214 222 238 264 253 270
Vear
Last Year
1247years | 185 184 213 177 167 107 96 85 85 114 142 130
;For the fuIIy cited evidence on everythlng within these pages, 1825years | 342 350 387 442 374 340 2641 230 229 212 214 214 218 238
: : : 2634 205 214 202 142 144 116 115 114 115 118 113
:and for much more science on the failure of HR, go to www. veers
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