fiNationally, the rate of drug
related deaths was 13.5 per
100,000 people. The Northel
Territory was the worst
performing state, with a rate ¢
41.5 deaths

In 2020 online sales of
alcohol tripled alcohol
sponsored posts on social
mediaevery 35 seconds
Key Message
coped. ( Re me
promotion is seinonitored
by this addiction for profit
industry)

" Alcohol use is the sols

cause of 85,000 death

annually in the America
region.(2013L5pH

Alcohol leads to 2500 deatt
a day in Europ&almost 1
Million Deaths Annually:
Alcohol is classified as a
Group 1 humagarcinogen,
along with other cancer
causing substances such a
asbestos, radium and
tobacco. It is recognized as
cause for more than 200
diseases and injuries

USA:Over 1.5 million wome
are assaulted by a partner:
loved one each year.

E g1§ﬁ'194”“ ____‘ ' . l ‘;

L —at e

P|II -Checklng/Testlng, Hellng or
Harming 1 What is the Subtext?

The phenomenorsemantic contagis@ 6 pr event i ng de atlifed
fascinating one, and it isbe@s used  destroyingarms of druga)snot for the
relentlessly in propaganda measures 1 purpose of exiting drug use and develo
recalibrate thinking around fixed ideas humanity, instead it is to continue drug
sorts of arenas. whil st managing as

A brief (and one aspect) take on this is that can be mustered.

process of reframing a word, term, phi Again, the importatarm Reductiptatform
principle for purposes of harnessing it was set up to assist those currenisinsy
anothef ocus, ot her t reduce the activity thatis causing harm
specificity. It is often not necessarilyaj ust t he @drstmctim(hcti\zjtyj
blatant misuse of the term, rateer a  they are noinif dependainttrapped in. The
taskindo suit an agenda not originally intent of this was always, reduce use, re
meant for the term. harm, and exit drug use. ‘

Harm Reductianjust such a term that I However, this walkkaning platforwhen
been so engaged and recalibrated ove employed by those who not only want tc
recent years. deliberate design, move into illicit drug
but endeavour to
choices, haveused semantic contagion
(among other strategies) to give their ag
some traction. {

Thisimportant Pillaf the National Drug
Strategy was set in place in an attemp
reduce the burden of disease, disorde
and/or death of thaseighin the tyranny
of drug addictiawhilst simultaneously  Nowherés this more evident thatRvith
assisting themenit the drug usthat is
causing said dysfunctional states.

)
Checking programromotion. /

You will note there have heemharmf .
A useful meme employed by many  incidents over the consumption of illicit
proponents of this framewadk¥sp u  substances at any music fesfiorasound
rehabil it at é&gaa ad e 18 months. This is confirming at least g
useful linguistic tool for a semantic  fact, that these events are a contagion
contagion strategy, because whilst it is of themselves for the potential of the
and using absolute and dramatic term: Communicable Drug Disease (NCD) o
6deat hd, | ends a substance use. These events heighter
should), that is not the final agenda of not diminish both the exposure and
prodrug advocate. susceptibility factors in aetiology that
exacerbates this NCD.

Of course, no Har .Réduisjt who hate:
drugs and wants ' ';USGFS off these Thataside, the waktaning agenda of t
diminishing toxms nts a user toi . genuine Harm Reductionist, mag be tc

Howe the pataug Use pr nt o
oAl - N
ﬁnd the hij clat l . ’
LY i\
\

i,
Cor

ued on pag
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https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/advocacy/fence-builder/87-the-fence-or-the-ambulance.html
https://fare.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020-05-08-CCWA-FARE-An-alcohol-ad-every-35-seconds-A-snapshot-final.pdf
https://movendi.ngo/science-digest/premature-alcohol-related-mortality-in-the-americas-from-2013-2015/
https://movendi.ngo/news/2021/04/15/who-europe-launches-safer-while-new-report-shows-lack-of-alcohol-policy-implementation/
https://addictionresource.com/guides/domestic-violence-and-drug-abuse/
https://nobrainer.org.au/index.php/resources/i-need-to-stop-this-help
https://nobrainer.org.au/index.php/resources/i-need-to-stop-this-help
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/media-releases/1514-music-festival-drug-deaths-and-associated-harms-plummet-to-zero.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/media-releases/1514-music-festival-drug-deaths-and-associated-harms-plummet-to-zero.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/media-releases/1514-music-festival-drug-deaths-and-associated-harms-plummet-to-zero.html
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What 6s

Educatio n: New culture
Conversations: The AOD

time. We were advidednghe past

month that our application has
progressed to the next phase, but

- Dilemma 2021 7 in consultation f,rthedeliberations will not happer

with our licensee we have crafted | ntil March 20PBtaytuned
template for a incursion program tl

specifically engages a smaller stu¢Advocacy for Demand

cohort in a conversation on the AC Reduction & Prevention :
issue. The advantages of this offel During the past 6 months o so, we
area) it ticks a learning and tegchi | ,ye continued to not only

mode that is becoming more comr challenge the ever increasing
used b) it works with a small cohol 6cr ee p .drug(pérmwsmm
can be better targeted within scho policies, but actively advocating for
contexts c¢) perhaps most impariar best-practice prevention in both
better enables us to endhge alcohol and other drug arenas.

Recover){ Alumni in these §ett!ngs 1.Collaborate with other national grot
Less subject matter expestise i |5ppy fonmendments to liquor avizoth
required by them and less training NSW and Victoriagoirn i n  t h
is a conversation not a presentatlc emergence of online sales and home
The lived experience and learned delivery of alcohol

resilience of these recovered addi

. tive in d d reducti 2. Our Executive Director and
an |mpe_ra Ve In gman reauction = mmunications Officer, Eleni Arapo
prevention education. We have

presented ftheParliamentahgquiry
conducted a focus group withral$e |to The Use OB@nabis In Victoria

student cohort to ensure we are g¢ Our submission was robust and effec
the right mix for this education vel along with Drug Free Australia, Dalge
for our network. took out a large newspaper ad on cal

~ the Victorian Premier to keep his wor
ECOSOC Status : Consultaé block the recommendations to legalis

Statugo the United Nations Econo cannabis
and Social CounBiCOSO(¥is the

highesstatugranted by the United \oq;qers and Dalgarno Institute at pub

Natior_ls to ngovernmental hearing on Liquor licence review City
organizations (NGO's), thereby all maroondah.

them to participate in the work of t
United Nation&s youmay beware
our application has been in for sor

3.Successfuligpesent Croydon

4. Continue as a founding member of
Action on Alcohol Flagship (Eastern

Cannabis
Conundrum

Continues

For extensive and up -to -date
research, information and data
on the growing
Conundrumd put t
Dalgarno online resources into

your Bookmarks.

b e

r—Jﬁ—u

Metropolitan Region) Various alco
harm reduction projects in juriadicti

5. Continue to post our various artic
commentary, and research onto

International Society of Substance
ProfessionalsSSUPandVienna Nen
Government Organisation Marketpl

(VNGOMnline platfims

ACTION

ON ALCOHOLlEASTERN TERN,

REGION

@0:5:)

Board & Staff News:

. . i
This year we are saying farewell to.
Board Member @a@dmmunications
OfficerMrs Eleni Arapoglou. Due to
move out of Melbourne, and family/
business commitments hstshad to
step away. We are incredibly gratef
her amazing contributiorvasid her
every success in the future. Howev
Eleniwillcontinue toonsult with us fro
time to time on key research issues
when her schedule permits. Eleni, \
will be missl. :

We have a new staffer (unpeadey
Butler who joined us earlier this yee
and is stepping impour education
space. | toés grea'
and we look forward to her growing
contribution.

P ) ot of Ao ad D st

INSTITUTE

NG
BRAINER

-

X Cannabis As Medicine
X Cannabis Conundrum
X Cannabis & Your

Community
X Cannabis Conundrum

Blog

A
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https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/ngo/consultative-status
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/advocacy/monitoring-alcohol/1628-victorian-liquor-control-reform-amendment-bill-2021.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/next-phase-blog/1539-victorian-parliamentary-inquiry-into-cannabis-an-exercise-in-better-public-health-promotion-or-manufacturing-consensus-for-promoting-permission.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/next-phase-blog/1539-victorian-parliamentary-inquiry-into-cannabis-an-exercise-in-better-public-health-promotion-or-manufacturing-consensus-for-promoting-permission.html
https://www.issup.net/knowledge-share/resources/booklet
https://mp.vngoc.org/ngos/eyJuZ28iOiIzODkiLCJwb3N0IjpudWxsLCJzIjoyfQ==/Dalgarno-Institute
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/cannabis-as-medicine.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/cannabis-conundrum.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/the-conundrum-continues.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/the-conundrum-continues.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/next-phase-blog.html
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/resources/next-phase-blog.html
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— Prevention & Demand Reductlon .
YOU CANOT SAY NO T

B

—y/ L

i Prevention & Demand  Reduction :
Permission ModeWhichDeny Best
Practice Decision Making for the Develog
Brain.

diatribe coming from thedpug lobby
ranks. Much like the other standard n
of Ot he war .ltseeksthr
create a meme that will stick in the ps
of the uninformed. We repeat heréd ac
Australia has not
since 1985 and the introduction of the
Harm Minimisation platform, which
ostensibly accept
¢ o mmuthough nod affirming it as
valuable at that point). However, wha
have nowe anevermore obviowgar

0 f druggwith not only a constant
undermining of our National Drug Str:
priorities, but also messagiigh
denigrates bgstactice abstinence for t
developing brain cohdr228 years of
age!

The relatively new mantra (last 5 or s
years) is that Jt sagngNO to drugs

D o e s n @ Morewtham tkat, the optic
of refusing to take up substance use |
exercising the very best practice of
abstinence, is now mocked, ridiculed
maligned. Not only is it made fun of b
some keleaders in community yamath
health and wekking in the sghltural
context of community teens, but
undermining tactics are also being le\
the policy space.

rug arena sees this

-

Icohol & Oth

Of courseg, any, aﬁ/are stakeholder in 1

v'-Jﬁ

clearly, but little is said, akipgisack
in the sector which has diverted mot
funds to Harm Reduction, rather tha
Primary Prevention and Demand
Reduction, is fiscal suicide for that
program.

Not only is funding for thatgdvastice
and first priority of Wegional Drug
Strategyever shrinking, it is the narre
behind that, which is driving this
sentimentt is parroteztl nauseuthat
&larm Reduction is the way to go,
because kids are going td yse u
it and pre
r e al | (yactsewddericend best
practicel on 6t matter
conversationsjs creating a sklffilling
prophecy that is thg ke

The following equatomerges
Fail to really fund and fully back Demai
Reduction holistic vehicles, just mere
token measuresFhis leads to an under
performing or even failed prevention
enterprise + This reinforces the-pre
determined osto me = Pr eve
wor k6 or is Otoo
removing what little demand reduction
left

Of coursehis onlypuilds the narratife
atacb per mi ssi onbé6,
adds to demand, and thus supply
increaseAnd here yo haveliiTheonly
option Il eft, i=s
Harm Reduction

The 0cl Nady®eyand?

The mocking lingiof ou c and
6 NOO6 tloavas @ attegnpt to mal
First Lady Nancy Redgan -dAug t i
programgsdowever, the facts, not the
pejoratipype meme,

When the Reagans moved into the \
House on Jan. 20 r1981 drug use,
particularly among teenagers, was
hovenng near the ‘ {St rates Wy

AN ..K
(—-
—_——
e _— T
A ——

—— R —— p pr'} E—

evermeasured Of t hat
class, 6%chad used drugs in their
lifetimes and a remarkabbb®@ére
regular drug users.

y

Eight years later, when the Reagans
Washingtoonly 19.%0f 198 9
graduating class were regular drug u
a 47%reduction. And the trend that b
under their leadership persisted until
reached an ilne low of 144in 1992,
61%lower than 1981.

While it is too simplistic to crediy Nant
Reagan alone with this downturn, it is
impossible to ignore her leadership
massive shift she led against the dru
culture. Her affecuff response to a
young Oakland girl who asked her m‘\
do if confronted with drugs became a
clarioncalit Just say no

I

We here at Dalgarno have been sitti
this project for about 18 months, but
are about to launch our owrcéttipaigr
challenging th&en Nowindermining
meme. We are seeking to empower
equip the current and emerging youtt :
cohort, with the ability to chose best
practice, and not simply be herded lik
sheepnto the prdrugpen, with its chil
potential, arwhpacity sabotaging
enterprises.

As you can see Wwi
message thenmages, the Audisual
messaging vehicle will focus on not o |
exposing the not -
generate awareness that denying, or
delaying uptake of illicit substances, ¢
even the legal ones of nicotine and
alcohol, are indeed thg best practice
for the positive development and well
being of the emerging Generistare.to
come

1
“You serious‘sl’

‘Yes’??”

| i
) R vy
U@w““
=

=



https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/images/resources/pdf/aod/NDS2017-26Final.pdf
https://www.dalgarnoinstitute.org.au/images/resources/pdf/aod/NDS2017-26Final.pdf
http://monitoringthefuture.org/pubs/monographs/vol1_2000.pdf
http://dailysignal.com/2016/03/11/nancy-reagans-just-say-no-campaign-helped-halve-number-of-teens-on-drugs/
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Fﬂﬁ-'checking/Testing, Helping or Harming I What is the Subtext?  conived rom page 1
¢ contagions, such as peer pressure
@sychen a ut 6 pandthea g «
parochia per mi ssi on
2Even advise of | aw freed arena
- pure illicit psychotropic toxins

1.Minimise adulterants to the illici
psychotropic toxin beiogrted

maximize their wading whilst
choosing t@main in a drug lise
and a consequently-satming
context.

All of this does not eliminate the ris
It is the more potent and tangible  drug use harireven of the now
messaging of such a (if permitted |  c hecked and pert
law) mechanism that undermines t other reason than illicit substances
other two priority pillars ditti®nal  toxins and unpredictaditysyncratic il
- Drug Stretiyi Demand and Supply nature and impact.

: , : , : credible precedent for best practi
ReductianThis vehicle tacitly affirnr _ _ . =P for best p Y
ihe act of seek,iDeath whistadrasticand instant Strategies, at least iretmcally

enhanceme ri unblersinini PEMManent outcome of substance 1 focused civil society.

Demand Reduction. This demand [ragic, there are other harms that ¢ ¢ s important that allsmantic |
consequently only adds teapply ~ ncurred, some of which are also n 45 ang subtexts are investigate
driveii undermining Supply Reduct ©Nly debilitating, but can be perma .

Both actively dermining these prior @ " d 0 € n d 0 ansmstean t For further reading. N
pillars of the National Drug Strateg PE'Mit activities that can facilitate t Pill Checking & the Nation'

) _ harm_s Is not good public health Drug Strategy
You do not o&extipractice.

endorsing, equipping and enabling . . What Every Australian
However, that no longer seems to GOvernments of civil society are Young Person Needs to
focus with illicit drug use by a sma SUPPOsed to provide safe, healthy Know About Ecstasy
noisy cohort. Yet in the samenistic Productive environments for their Deaths

Drug Strategy, the cessation focus CitiZens. Environments that are _ , _
the only model for tobacco, and wi protective, notmére i s k mi Pill Testing: Russian

remarkable success spaces. Roulette as Drug Policy?

Legislatively endorseetpékking is
incongruent with besictice health
strategies and clearly current illic
drug laws. The simple maittah €
gunna dohasineverbeaery,

Whilst some citizens may seek to | Why Drug dsting is a Bitte
counter to such priorities and expe Pill to Swallow QC
create a culture that not only Perspective
undermines best health anébeialy
practice, but e> _
Those permission modelgcplatly  continue to look to the same Research Team @ Dalgai
forpuntersvho wants to experiment govenment for assistance when thi Institute
a green light hard to resist, especigo 6 pear shaped:¢

when oOnestl ed i1

So, why is this actively avoided in-
il licit drug us:¢
investigate this incongruence at yc
leisure.

Scoring the Pill Test

I
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